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“The combination of bevacizumab
with interferon alfa as first-line
treatment in patients with
metastatic renal cell carcinoma
results in a significant improvement
in progression-free survival.”
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Clinical Picture
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Arson, an attractive monk, and our vertigo clinic

Tadayoshi Irino, Takeshi Kawase, Kenji Miki

We analysed when the patients in our vertigo clinic were
born. Analysis by decade of birth did not reveal an
obvious trend (figure). However, analysis by year of birth
showed that fewer patients were born in 1966 than in
surrounding years. Why? In 1681, there was a fire in the
city of Edo (now Tokyo). A greengrocer’s family sheltered
in a temple until their house was rebuilt—and the
greengrocer’s daughter, Oshichi, fell in love with a young
monk. After she returned home, social convention
prevented the two from meeting. In her desperation, the
following year, Oshichi started another fire, hoping to see
her beloved again. Unfortunately, much of the city was
destroyed in the conflagration. In the calendar then used
in Japan, a year is known by one of five elements, and
one of 12 animals. Oshichi was born in 1666, the year of
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Figure 1: Our patients’ dates of birth
(A) Analysis by decade. (B) Analysis by year.
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the fire horse (Hinoe-Uma), which recurs every 60 years.
Since then, it has been thought inauspicious for a girl to
be born in the year of the fire horse—and in Japan, fewer
children are born in such years. All branches of medi-
cine are affected by culture and philosophy—even

epidemiology.
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Figure 2: Oshichi being led to her execution

She was burnt to death. Her grave is in a temple in Tokyo, and is visited to this
day. She is also commemorated in several Kabuki plays. This woodcut is
reproduced courtesy of the Matsushige Historical Folk Museum and Deko-
Puppet Play Museum, Tokushima Prefecture, Japan.
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